
Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

7:00 AM
Early Riser Activity                   7:00-8:00 Early Riser Activity                   7:00-8:00 Early Riser Activity    7:00-8:00

7:30

8:00
Breakfast                                  8:00-8:45 Breakfast                                  8:00-8:45 Breakfast                   8:00-9:00

8:30

9:00 Workshop A               
8:45-9:45 Workshop A/B           

8:45-10:45

Workshop E              
8:45-9:45 Workshop E/F             

9:00-11:00 Post Conference Activity                               
9:00-12:00

9:30

10:00 Workshop B                 
10:00-11:00

Workshop F                 
10:00-11:0010:30

11:00
Workshop C                            11:00-12:00 Workshop G                             11:15- 12:00

11:30

12:00 PM
Lunch                                         12:00-1:00 Lunch                                         12:00-1:00

12:30

1:00

Pre Conference Activities            1:00-4:00    

Break  (Activities Provided)    1:00-2:00
Break                                          1:00-1:30

1:30 Keynote Speaker                      1:30-2:45                
Michale Glennon                        
Adirondack Watershed Institute

2:00 Keynote Speaker                      2:00-3:15       
Bert Weber                                        
Common Roots Foundation

2:30

3:00
Workshop H                              3:00-4:00

3:30
Workshop D                              3:30-4:30

4:00

Registration & Check-in             4:00-5:30
Break                                         4:00-5:00

4:30
Annual Meeting                       4:30-5:30

5:00
Coctail Hour & Exhibition       5:00-6:00

5:30

Dinner & Co Chair Welcome      5:30-7:00 Dinner                                        5:30-6:456:00

Banquet & Award Ceremony 6:00-7:306:30

7:00
"Rep Your Region"                         7:00-8:00

Trivia                                           7:00-8:307:30

Live Auction                              7:30-9:008:00

Welcome Camp Fire                  8:00-10:00
8:30

Live Music                       
8:30-10:30

Camp Fire & 
S'Mores     8:30-10:
30

9:00
9:30

Camp Fire                                9:00-10:3010:00
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WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS  
 

Conference Strands  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Friday Workshop Descriptions 
 

Slow the Flow: schools as community hubs for stormwater solutions 
Ashley Eaton, Watershed and Lake Education Coordinator at the University of Vermont  
 
 
This hour-long session will include 2 parts: beginning with an overview of a model for stormwater 
education, the Vermont Green Schools Initiative. This program is a cutting-edge phosphorus reduction 
effort aimed at reducing stormwater runoff from K-12 campuses and utilizing schools as innovation 
centers for green stormwater infrastructure. The second half of the session will feature a hands-on 
demonstration and curriculum overview of the Lake Champlain Sea Grant Slow the Flow curricula. 
Participants will engage with tabletop models to learn how water moves across the landscape, how 
stormwater impacts water quality, and what green stormwater infrastructure best practices can be 
utilized to build more resilient storm-smart communities. 
 
Life Under a Lens  
Matthew Nusstein, Environmental Educator at NYS Parks 
 
 
Enter the world of all that is small as we explore species seldom seen. We will investigate tree bark, 
stumps, logs, rocks and everything in between! Bring a hand lens if you have one. Focus will be on 
appreciating the diversity of smaller scale life that often goes unnoticed. 
 

 



 

The Watershed Detectives: Learning Beyond the Classroom (Student scientists 
tackling real problems on Lake Champlain through project-based learning) 
Rebecca Hamilton, Ken Alton, Ashley Russell, Bill Duffany, Tracey Soulia, Hannah LaFountain, and Cherie 
Passno, 7th Grade Education Team at Beekmantown Central School District 

 
 
Discover how our interdisciplinary teaching team engages students in authentic, hands-on learning 
through a month-long Project-Based Learning experience focused on the Lake Champlain watershed in 
partnership with Lake Champlain Sea Grant. Participants will explore how students become 
environmental investigators as they collect field data, study microplastics, assess stream health, and 
examine invasive species. Through partnerships with local organizations and immersive field 
experiences, students identify real watershed challenges, conduct research, and develop innovative 
solutions. This session will highlight project design, community connections, student outcomes, and 
practical strategies for bringing meaningful, place-based environmental learning into any classroom. 
 

Beyond the Binary: Gender Identity & The Pursuit of Environmental Careers 
Samantha Beck, Community Engagement and Outreach Manager at Champlain Area Trails 
 
 
Explore the intersection of gender identity and environmental engagement grounded in research 
findings from a master’s thesis. Delving into students’ perceptions and emotions about the environment, 
this session uncovers key motivations and barriers for women and gender diverse individuals 
considering careers in environmental fields. Participants will gain an understanding of the unique 
challenges and opportunities these groups face, and discover evidence based strategies to inspire and 
support their professional journeys. 
 

Sit Spot String Journals and Found Poetry 
Julie Bastedo, English Teacher at Orchard Park High School 
 
 
At this workshop, participants will create a series of lessons / activities that examine how a sense of 
place contributes to both observational skills and creative writing. Participants will work on how to help 
young learners shift from field notes to observational journaling and use those journals to create found 
poetry. 
 
 

Confirmations ongoing… return to a completed list soon. 


