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Over the past year we have all learned to embrace change, and for 
many, build stronger connections to each other and the natural world. 
This year has been a bit challenging. The changing climate of outdoor 
education has been exigent. However our work, and the commitment 
of our members, has been tremendous in reach. 

The Annual Report is a time to reflect on our organization’s accomplishments and highlight
our achievements over the past year. This document outlines what NYSOEA and its
members have done, above and beyond our daily work as professionals. It is a testament
that despite the obstacles of this year, we are united in purpose to fulfill a greater vision.

During my first year as President, our goal has been to strengthen NYSOEA’s commitment
to equity, access, and inclusion in our organization as well as promote awareness to the
value of our organization. Our board continues to make strides in providing resources,
fiscal responsibility, outreach, scholarships, and award recognition.  

This year, we moved our office away from Cortland and partnered with the Stony Kill
Foundation, a move the board and many members felt was necessary to keep us moving
forward. We welcomed our new office manager, Lily Ropes, who has seamlessly
transitioned into this new role.  

PATHWAYS, our quarterly newsletter, continues to provide professional content to our
members - highlighting events, affiliate members and natural history. The Equity, Access,
and Inclusion (EAI) committee has been very busy, hosting events, speakers and
workshops and actively seeking grants, resources, and funding to host future programs.

Our Brother Yusuf Campership fund, which supports our Affiliate organizations by allowing
them to offer camp scholarships in their regions, was able to send two kids to summer
camp, when many of us weren't sure if summer camps would happen. This fund not only
provides scholarship funds to our Affiliates but gives youth the opportunity to experience
summer camp. 

Despite not being able to offer a Winter Weekend this year, the NYSOEA board hosted a
series of webinars to provide our community with creative avenues for sharing resources,
and remote teaching, and provided in-person, socially-distanced hikes, pop-up events and
bird walks for members.

We have much to celebrate and be thankful for. Please consider joining one of our
committees or speaking with us about joining the board. Our best tools are each other,
and it is important that we continue to support one another and keep creating pathways
to the outdoors.

With gratitude,

Rebecca Houser 

17 Liberty Street
PO Box 216

Chelsea, NY 12512 
 

Executive Board

NYSOEA



Written By: Emily Nestlerode, Conference Co-Chair & 
NYSOEA VP of Programs

The 2020 NYSOEA conference, The Climate of Outdoor Education,
was unlike any other. Online workshops and trainings focused on
resilience in outdoor education, connecting with nature in our
communities, environmental education in schools and nature
centers, and diversity, equity, and inclusion in the field. The 
 conference allowed us to connect with old friends, make new
connections, and improve the field of outdoor education. For over
fifty years, this is what we’ve come to expect from the annual
conference. This year, educators met through a brand-new virtual
platform, Hopin, to learn together without leaving our own homes.
The George Fuge scholarship allowed 8 educators and students to
attend the conference at no cost to them. One of NYSOEA’s goals
is to assist members in expanding their knowledge about and
skills in using the environment for responsible educational
purposes even if they all can’t be in the same room once a year. I’d
love to see portions, or someday maybe even the whole
conference, be available to folks that aren’t able to join us on-site
so that we might strengthen our community even more.

 The New York State
Outdoor Education

Association (NYSOEA) is a
professional organization

that promotes
interdisciplinary life-long

learning in, for, and about
the outdoors and seeks to
inspire appreciation of the
environment by all people.  

Mission
Statement

Established in 1968, NYSOEA is a
New York State non-profit, all

volunteer organization
supporting outdoor and

environmental education,
outdoor recreation, and

interpretive services. Members
make up a broad network of
students and professionals

working and learning together
from classroom teachers and

college professors to naturalists
and interpreters, from students

and youth leaders to parents and
outdoor recreation specialists.

 All of us are dedicated to
education and the outdoors.

CONFERNCE
2020



2020 NYSOEA 
AWARD RECIPIANTS



BROTHER YUSUF CAMPERSHIP 
NYSOEA has a dedicated scholarship fund providing

youth an opportunity to experience summer camp.

The scholarship honors Brother Yusuf, past NYSOEA

member and friend. He was a founding member of

NYSOEA’s Diversity Committee (now the Equity,

Access, and Inclusion Committee) and the

coordinator of the DEC’s Capital District Campership

Diversity Program. Money for camperships is raised

at the annual conference and regional events

through raffles, as well as personal donations.

NYSOEA’s Equity Access & Inclusion Committee, along

with the NYSOEA regional board of directors, award

the scholarships for campers.

2021 Summer Campers
Adriyanna and Breauna both attended
Reinstein Woods’ Kids in the Woods
Summer Camp of 2021. They were a
part of the Junior Naturalists group,
which consisted of campers from 7th-
10th grade. While the sisters enjoyed
scooping in the ponds, catching insects,
and building the survival shelter
together, they even more so enjoyed
competing against each other in games
such as Capture the Flag. Adriyanna
and Breauna brought enthusiasm and
energy to the camp that grew with
them throughout the week.  

 



EQUITY, ACCESS, &
INCLUSION COMMITTEE

NYSOEA’s Equity, Access & Inclusion (EAI) Committee is
committed to providing educational programming for
the NYSOEA membership with the mission to increase
diversity, accessibility, equity and inclusion in the field

of environmental education. 

The EAI committee finds ways to increase the equity, access, and inclusivity of our membership by
identifying avenues to bring greater diversity to NYSOEA through speakers, workshops and

collaborating with organizations that promote the outdoors to diverse audiences.



REGIONAL EVENTS
Central Region
The First Day Hike took place at Taughannock Falls State Park in Trumansburg, NY. Park Staff, and
volunteers welcomed hikers, answered questions, handed out copious amounts of granola bars for snacks,
gave out 10th anniversary FDH pins, and counted all hikers who passed by. To encourage people to keep
spending time outdoors, NYSOEA Central region rep Josh Teeter gave out a variety items (bike pump,
hammock, small hiking packs, reusable camp cutlery, running face masks…) about every 50-100 hikers.
Each moment of surprise, smiles seen in just the eyes and the gratefulness for each gift was priceless. Each
item, even though it was randomly pulled out of the box, seemed to find the perfect human to enjoy it. We
had 1185 hikers  and consider the event a huge success!

Western Region
Twenty educators representing fifteen local organizations gathered for a virtual Environmental Educator
Exchange in January. The group shared in a round-table discussion on COVID-related challenges and
success over the past 10 months before taking turns highlighting a favorite resource or activity. 

In February, NYSOEA partnered with the staff at the Humphrey Nature Center at Letchworth State Park to
host a “Maple Sugaring EE Pop-Up” event. Educators came together to learn the process of maple sugaring
from NYS Parks Educator Elijah Kruger and tour the new sugar shack on the property. The group also
brainstormed innovative ways to incorporate cultural connections to sugaring talks and support sugaring
in urban neighborhoods. After lunch, the group enjoyed a hike to the Upper and Middle Falls of the park.



REGIONAL EVENTS
Metro Region
Metro Region members and members of the Outdoor Education Peer Group of NYCMER (NYC Museum
Educators Roundtable) met virtually in January to swap experiences and questions with other outdoor
educators as well all continue navigating the virtual learning world and the return of in-person programs.
Bringing the two groups together allowed for us all to gather new ideas and perspectives beyond our most
familiar colleagues. 

In late March, NYSOEA partnered with the Brooklyn Bridge Conservancy and gathered at Inwood Hill Park
to explore spring bird migrations with some of our regional members.  

On May 16, NYSOEA members gathered in Bellport, New York, to explore the CEED campus (Center for
Environmental Education and Discovery). Eric Powers, Ranger and director, led a nature walk which was
followed by a barbeque/social. We had a wonderful afternoon exploring the grounds and connecting with
NYSOEA friends. 



For more information visit our
website at www.nysoea.org

 

SAVE THE DATE



FINANCIAL REPORT
Thank you to our

generous donors for
supporting NYSOEA's

mission and allowing us
to continue to offer

scholarships, grants, and
other opportunities to
get future generations

outdoors. $1750 was
donated.  

 

Annual Appeal

Frank Benenati
Barbara Bosch

Susan Cook
Sunny Corrao
Hank Dewey

William Hammond
Ann Harrison
Brian Heinz

Rebecca Houser
Diane Huber

Carolann James
Daniel Kriesberg

Stevie Latham
Midge Monat

Maria and Snapper Petta
Mary Anna Russo

Tim Stanley
Tom Stock

Marty Strong
Jack Swan

Dave Turan
Raymond Young

 

January 1, 2021-September 30, 2021
 

Starting Balance: Jan. 1, 2021- $2,422.89  
March 2021: Transfer KeyBank to M&T Bank: $10,000 
Total: $12,422.89
Estimated 2021 Ending Balance: $13,331.74


